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 Cattle on Feed  
Iowa: There were 800,000 cattle on feed for the slaughter market 
in all feedlots in Iowa on October 1, 2006, up 1 percent from 
September 1, 2006,  and  up 11 percent from October 1, 2005.  
Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head had 
460,000 head on feed, up 1 percent from last month and up 
12 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a capacity less than 
1,000 head had 340,000 head on feed, up 1 percent from last 
month, but  up  10 percent from last year. 
 
Placements during September totaled 132,000 head, an increase 
of 9 percent from last month but down 1 percent from last year.  
Feedlots with a capacity greater than 1,000 head placed 
81,000 head, up 1 percent from last month but down 10 percent 
from last year.  Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head 
placed 51,000 head.  This is up 24 percent from last month and up 
16 percent from last year. 
 
Marketings for September were 118,000 head, up 20 percent from 
last month, but down 13 percent from last year.  Feedlots with a 
capacity greater than 1,000 head marketed 73,000 head, up 
6 percent from last month but down 1 percent from last year. 
Feedlots with a capacity less than 1,000 head marketed 
45,000 head, up 55 percent from last month, but down 26 percent 
from last year.  Other disappearance totaled 4,000 head.  
 
United States: Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market in 
the United States for feedlots with capacity of 1,000 or more 
head totaled 11.4 million head on October 1, 2006.  The 
inventory was 9 percent above October 1, 2005 and 8 percent 
above October 1, 2004.  This is the highest October 1 inventory 
since the series began in 1996.  The inventory included 
7.20 million steers and steer calves, up 5 percent from the 
previous year.  This group accounted for 63 percent of the total 
inventory.  Heifers and heifer calves accounted for 4.12 million 
head, up 16 percent from 2005. 
 
Placements in feedlots during September totaled 2.23 million, 
5 percent below 2005 and 6 percent below 2004.  Net 
placements were 2.16 million head.  During September, 
placements of cattle and calves weighing less than 600 pounds 
were 725,000, 600-699 pounds were 412,000, 700-799 pounds 
were 450,000, and 800 pounds and greater were 645,000. 
 
Marketings of fed cattle during September totaled 1.77 million, 
3 percent below 2005 and 2 percent below 2004.  This is the 
second lowest fed cattle marketings for the month of September 
since the series began in 1996.  
 
Other disappearance totaled 68,000 during September, 
19 percent above 2005 and 11 percent above 2004.  
Cattle on Feed:  Number on Feed, Placements and Marketings by Month, 
1,000+ Capacity Feedlots  1 








Slaughter  2 State 
2005 2006 '06 as % of '05 2005 2006 
'06 as 
% of '05 2005 2006 
'06 as 
% of '05 2005 2006 
'06 as 
% of '05 































































































































































































































 1 Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass that will grade 
select or better.    2  Includes death loss, movement from feedlots to pasture, and shipments to other feedlots for further feeding. 
  
Cattle on Feed: Number on Feed by Class, 1000+ Capacity Feedlots 
by Quarter, State, and United States, 2005-2006 
Steers & Steer Calves Heifers & Heifer Calves Cows & Bulls 




















































































































































































All Cattle on Feed, Iowa 
Item Lots 1,000+ Head Lots Less than 1,000 Head All Lots 
 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 1,000 Head 
Cattle on Feed, September 1, 2006 
September Placements 
September Marketings 
September Other Disappearance 

















 Milk Production  
 
Iowa: Milk production in Iowa in September totaled 318 
million pounds, down 3.0 percent from September 2005.  The 
average number of milk cows, 200,000 head, was 3,000 head 
higher than September 2005.  Production per cow averaged 
1,590 pounds, down 75 pounds from one year ago. 
 
United States: Milk production in the 23 major States during 
September totaled 13.3 billion pounds, up 2 percent from 
September 2005.  August production, unrevised at 13.9 billion 
pounds, is up 1.6 percent from August 2005.  Production per 
cow in the 23 major States averaged 1,615 pounds for 
September, 16 pounds above September 2005. 
 
The number of milk cows on farms in the 23 major States was 
8.25 million head, 79,000 head more than September 2005, but 
6,000 head less than August 2006. 
 
Milk Cows and Production: By Selected States, September 2005-2006 
Milk Cows 1 Milk Per Cow 2 Milk Production 2 
State 
2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 '06 as % of '05 

































































 1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh.  2  Excludes milk sucked by calves.  3  The 23 States are Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, 
and Wisconsin. 
  
Layers and Egg Production  
 
Iowa: Egg production in Iowa for September 2006 was 
1,114 million eggs, up 3.8 percent from the same period a year 
ago. The total number of layers on hand during September 2006 
was 51,155 million, up 4.8 percent from 48,826 million layers in 
September 2005.  Eggs per 100 layers for the month of 
September was 2,178 eggs, down from 20 million eggs the 
previous year. 
 
United States: U.S. egg production totaled 7.42 billion during 
September 2006, up 1 percent from last year.  Production 
included 6.38 billion table eggs, and 1.04 billion hatching eggs, 
of which 977 million were broiler-type and 63 million were egg-
type.  The total number of layers during September 2006 
averaged 343 million, up slightly from last year.  September egg 
production per 100 layers was 2,165 eggs, up slightly from 
September 2005. 
 
All layers in the U.S. on October 1, 2006, totaled 343 million, up 
slightly from last year.  The 343 million layers consisted of 
288 million layers producing table or market type eggs, 
53.2 million layers producing broiler-type hatching eggs, and 
2.65 million layers producing egg-type hatching eggs.  Rate of 
lay per day on October 1, 2006, averaged 71.7 eggs per 
100 layers, down slightly from October 1, 2005.  
 
All Layers and Egg Production, Sep 2005 and 2006 1 
Egg production by type Table Egg Layers 
in Flocks 
30,000 & Above 
All layers 
on hand 2 
Eggs per 
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 1 2006 preliminary, 2005 revised  2 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size  3 Data by type of flock not 
shown for some states to avoid disclosing individual operations  4 The 29 states are those listed as well as AL, CO, CT, FL, HI, IL, ME, MD, MI, MS, MO, NY, 
OR, SC, SD, VA, WA, and WI.  
 
 Livestock Slaughter  
 
Iowa:  Commercial red meat production in Iowa during 
September 2006 totaled 542.8 million pounds, down 2.3 percent 
from September 2005.  There were 2.50 million hogs 
slaughtered in September 2006, compared with 2.56 million 
hogs slaughtered in the same month last year.  The average live 
weight of hogs slaughtered was 267 pounds, one pound more 
than in 2005. 
 
 
Commercial Red Meat Production:  United States 1 
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Lamb & Mutton 
 

















































 1 Based on packers' dressed weights and excludes farm slaughter. 
 2 Accumulated totals and percentages based on unrounded data. 
  
Choice Beef & Pork: Retail Value, Farm Value, Price Spreads, 
and Farmers' Share of the Retail Value 



























































































































 Source: USDA-ERS. October 2006. For more information, contact William F. Hahn (202) 694-5175. 
                                
 
PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SIOUX FALLS SD 
PERMIT NO. 7803 
AGRI NEWS IS PUBLISHED BY USDA NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
STATISTICS SERVICE IOWA FIELS OFFICE, 210 WALNUT ST. RM 
833, DES MOINES IA 50309. POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS 
CHANGES TO AGRI-NEWS, C/O SD AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, 
PO BOX 5068 SIOUX FALLS, SD 57117. 
